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Schuylkill 


Potential Sources of Funding 

The authorizing legislation for the Schuylkill River Valley National Heritage Area calls for the Management Plan to “specify, as of the date of the plan, existing and potential sources of funding to protect, manage, and develop the Heritage Area.” Key sources of funding include the Pennsylvania Heritage Parks Program (approximately $350,000 a year) and the federal funding made available as a result of National Heritage Area designation (up to $10 million, of which not more than $1 million can be appropriated in any one fiscal year). This funding will be used in part as “seed money” to leverage funding that is available from other public and private sources to achieve heritage resource preservation, restoration, and development. This appendix outlines potential sources of funding for the following categories: 

1. Cultural resources

2. Economic development and community revitalization

3. Environmental resources – acid mine drainage

4. Environmental resources – watershed preservation and restoration

5. Recreational resources

6. Private foundations

This list is not intended to be definitive, but rather is representative of the range of funding programs available at the time of Management Plan preparation. Effort has been made to include updated links to individual web pages.

1. Cultural Resources 

· Certified Local Government Funding

http://www.artsnet.org/phmc/phmc_frame.html
Certified Local Government Grants requiring a 60/40 match are available to support projects in six categories: Cultural Resource Surveys, National Register Nominations, Technical and Planning Assistance, Educational and Interpretative Programs, Staffing and Training, and Pooling and Third Party Administration. The grants are administered on a competitive basis, and the awards are made annually based on a peer review process. Funding under this program is limited to Certified Local Governments. 

· Keystone Historic Preservation Grants

http://www.artsnet.org/phmc/phmc_frame.html
Keystone Historic Preservation Grants requiring a 50/50 cash match are available for the preservation, restoration and/or rehabilitation of historic resources listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The grants are administered on a competitive basis, and the awards are made annually based on a peer review process. Nonprofit organizations and public agencies that own or support a publicly accessible historic property listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places, or that own or support a contributing historic property in a National Register Historic District, may apply for grant assistance.

· PHMC Historic Preservation Grants

http://www.artsnet.org/phmc/phmc_frame.html
In 1999, the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission and Preservation Pennsylvania launched a campaign to gather information as the first step in developing a five-year historic preservation plan for Pennsylvania. The plan focuses on (1) educating Pennsylvanians about our heritage and its value, (2) building better communities through preservation, and (3) providing strong leadership at the state level. Historic Preservation Grants are available in two different amounts to support projects in the categories of Cultural Resource Surveys, National Register Nominations, Planning and Development Assistance, Educational and Interpretive Programs, and Archaeology. 

· General Operating Support Grants for Museums

http://www.artsnet.org/phmc/phmc_frame.html
General Operating Support Grants for Museums require no match and are restricted to museums with annual operating budgets exceeding $100,000 (excluding capital and in-kind services). Institutions that meet the American Association of Museums' definition that “a museum must be a legally organized nonprofit institution, essentially educational in nature, with professional staff, which owns or utilizes tangible objects, cares for them, and exhibits them to the public on some regular schedule” may apply for grant assistance. 

· Local History Grants

http://www.artsnet.org/phmc/phmc_frame.html
Local History Grants are available in two different amounts to support projects in the categories of Public Programs, Research and Writing, and Educational Programs. The following are a few of the types of organizations that are eligible to apply: colleges and universities, community groups, heritage organizations, historical societies, libraries (public and private), local governments, museums, schools and school districts, etc. Grant amounts up to and including $5,000 require no matching funds, and grants in amounts of $5,001 and up to and including $15,000 require 50/50 matching funds. 

· Historical Marker Grants

http://www.artsnet.org/phmc/phmc_frame.html
Grants requiring a cash match (generally 50/50) are available to support the manufacture of approved state historical markers. The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission approves historical marker nominations annually based upon the review of an independent panel of experts. Any nonprofit organization or public agency that wishes to support a state historical marker previously approved by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission and that meets the eligibility requirements may apply for funding. Grants are generally awarded on a 50/50 cash matching basis. Grant awards for city and roadside markers generally will not exceed $550 and $650, respectively. 

· Museum Project Grants

http://www.artsnet.org/phmc/phmc_frame.html
Museum Project Grants are available in two different amounts to support projects in the categories of Institutional Development, Collections Management, and Educational and Interpretive Programs. Organizations that meet the American Association of Museums' definition that "a museum must be a legally organized nonprofit institution, essentially educational in nature, with professional staff, which owns or utilizes tangible objects, cares for them, and exhibits them to the public on some regular schedule" may apply for grant assistance. Grants in amounts up to and including $5,000 require no matching funds. Grants in amounts of $5,001 and up to and including $15,000 require 50/50 matching funds. 

· Conservation Assessment Program (CAP) 

http://www.heritagepreservation.org/PROGRAMS/capover.HTM
The Conservation Assessment Program (CAP) is a federally funded grant program from the Institute of Museum and Library Services that is administered by Heritage Preservation. CAP funds a general conservation survey of a museum's collections, environmental conditions and sites. Conservation priorities are identified by professional conservators who spend two days on-site and three days writing a report. The reports help museums develop strategies for improved collections care and provide a tool for long-range planning and fund-raising.

· National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)

http://www.ncptt.nps.gov/fundingopps/
The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) is a federal agency that supports learning in history, literature, philosophy, and other areas of the humanities. The NEH funds research, education, museum exhibitions, documentaries, preservation, and activities in the states. Projects are funded through five programs: Division of Preservation and Access, Division of Public Programs, Division of Research, Division of Education, and Office of Challenge Grants. 

· NEH Special Initiative for Local History Grants

http://www.neh.fed.us/grants/guidelines/localhistory.html#program
NEH Special Initiative for Local History grants help institutions strengthen their ability to sustain long-term humanities programs in local history. Awards are made to historical societies and historic sites, museums, public libraries, and other nonprofit entities including colleges, community colleges, and universities. In addition to programs, local history initiative grants can also help with limited direct costs, such as acquisitions, the purchase of capital equipment, and even fund-raising. 

· National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)

http://arts.endow.gov/
The National Endowment for the Arts provides support to eligible organizations for exemplary projects in dance, design, folk and traditional arts, literature, media arts (film, television, video, radio, audio art), museums, music, musical theater, opera, theater, visual arts, and multidisciplinary projects. Grants to Organizations are available in five categories: Creation & Presentation, Planning & Stabilization, Heritage & Preservation, Access and Education. 

· Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credits

http://www.artsnet.org/phmc/phmc_frame.html
Pennsylvania Rehabilitation investment tax credits are the most widely used historic preservation incentive program. Certain expenses incurred in connection with the rehabilitation of an old building are eligible for a tax credit. Rehabilitation investment tax credits are available to owners and certain long-term leases of income producing properties that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. There are two rates: 20% for historic buildings and 10% for non-residential, non-historic buildings built before 1936. 


· Charitable Contribution Deduction 

http://www.artsnet.org/phmc/phmc_frame.html
The Pennsylvania charitable contribution deduction is taken in the form of a conservation easement and enables the owner of a "certified historic structure" to receive a one-time tax deduction. A conservation easement usually involves the preservation of a building's façade by restricting the right to alter its appearance. 


· Preservation Tax Incentives 

http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/tax/brochure2.htm#Preservation%20Tax%20Incentives
The Federal government encourages the preservation of historic buildings through various means. One of these is the program of Federal tax incentives to support the rehabilitation of historic and older buildings. The Preservation Tax Incentives reward private investment in rehabilitating historic properties such as offices, rental housing, and retail stores. Current tax incentives for preservation, established by the Tax Reform Act of 1986 (PL 99-514; Internal Revenue Code Section 47 [formerly Section 48(g)]) include: 1) a 20% tax credit for the certified rehabilitation of certified historic structures and 2) a 10% tax credit for the rehabilitation of non-historic, non-residential buildings built before 1936. For both credits, the rehabilitation must be a substantial one and must involve a depreciable building. 

2. Economic Development and Community Revitalization 

· Small Business First (SBF)

http://www.inventpa.com/docs/Business_Financing_Directory.pdf
Small Business First provides funding for small businesses, including: low-interest loan financing for land and building acquisition and construction; machinery and equipment purchases and working capital. Eligible small businesses (100 employees or less) may include: manufacturing, industrial, agricultural processors, mining enterprises, export-related, advanced technology and computer-related services, hotels, motels or restaurants, environmental compliance/pollution prevention, land and building acquisition and construction, etc.

· Pennsylvania Minority Business Development Authority (PMBDA)

http://www.inventpa.com/docs/Business_Financing_Directory.pdf
The Pennsylvania Minority Business Development Authority provides low-interest loan financing to businesses owned and operated by ethnic minorities for land and building acquisition; building construction and renovation; machinery and equipment acquisition and installation; and working capital.

· Community Economic Development Loan Program (CED)

http://www.inventpa.com/docs/Business_Financing_Directory.pdf
The Community Economic Development Loan Program provides low-interest loans for projects in distressed communities, in an effort to stimulate self-help initiatives and help people build assets at the individual, family and community levels. Small businesses (100 employees or less) that are located in a DCED designated distressed community or Keystone Opportunity Zone are eligible to apply. Uses include: land and building acquisition; building, construction and renovation; machinery and equipment acquisition and installation, and working capital. Loans may be up to $200,000 or 50% of total eligible project cost – whichever is less. 

· Pennsylvania Capital Access Program (PennCAP)

http://www.inventpa.com/docs/Business_Financing_Directory.pdf
Loan guarantee through participating banks to be used to support a wide variety of business purposes. A borrower must have a branch of a participating bank in their local area in order to receive a PennCAP loan through that bank. Borrowers should contact the participating banks to discuss their eligibility. Participating banks include: Fidelity Deposit and Discount Bank, PNC Bank, AmeriServ Financial and Sovereign Bank. Guaranteed loans up to $500,000 can be used for land acquisition, building, equipment and working capital.

· Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)

http://www.hud.gov/progdesc/cdbgent.cfm
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program is federally funded through the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The program awards grants in order to carry out a wide range of community development activities directed toward revitalizing neighborhoods, economic development, and providing improved community facilities and services. CDBG funds are to be used for activities that benefit low- and moderate-income persons, carry out activities which aid in the prevention or elimination of slums and blight, or address existing conditions that pose a serious and immediate threat to the welfare of the community where other financial resources are not available to meet these needs. CDBG funds may be used for activities that include, but are not limited to: acquisition of real property; relocation and demolition; rehabilitation of residential and non-residential structures; construction of public facilities and improvements, such as water and sewer facilities, streets, neighborhood centers; the conversion of schools for eligible purposes, as well as public services. 

· Rural Initiative Program

http://www.ruralpa.org/initiatives.html
Sponsored by the Center for Rural Pennsylvania, the Rural Initiatives program provides financial assistance to support projects, activities, or events that addresses one or more of the Center’s mandated research areas. These areas include rural people and communities; economic development; local government finance and administration; community services; natural resources and the environment; rural values and social change; and educational outreach. Rural Initiatives leverages finances and assistance through partnerships with groups and organizations to develop models for solving local problems, or implementing innovative programs. These efforts must be locally driven, result in increased or enhanced capacity, and be self-sustaining. Only legally chartered nonprofit organizations may receive rural initiative funding. It is encouraged, however, and expected that projects will involve a diversity of groups and organizations, including state agencies.

3. Environmental Resources – Acid Mine Drainage 

· Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Program

http://www.osmre.gov/fundstat.htm
The Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation (AMLR) Program is designed to protect the public and correct environmental damage caused by coal and, to a limited extent, non-coal mining practices that occurred prior to August 3, 1977. AMLR provides for the restoration of eligible lands and waters mined and abandoned or left inadequately restored. AMLR is divided into two programs, the State Indian Reclamation Program and the Federal Reclamation Program. Both programs address problems such as dangerous highwalls, slides, subsidence, dangerous portals, and polluted water. Pennsylvania’s share of available AML funds as of 9-30-02 was approximately $54.7 million.

· Appalachian Clean Streams Initiative 

http://www.osmre.gov/acsiplan.htm
The mission of the Appalachian Clean Streams Initiative is to facilitate and coordinate citizen groups, university researchers, the coal industry, corporations, the environmental community, and local, state, and federal government agencies that are involved in cleaning up streams polluted by acid drainage. A major goal of the clean-up plan is to increase the exchange of information and eliminate duplicate efforts among local, state, and federal government agencies working on acid drainage projects. As part of the Appalachian Clean Streams Initiative, funds are available to award cooperative agreements to not-for-profit organizations, especially small watershed groups, that undertake local acid mine drainage (AMD) reclamation projects. The maximum award amount for each cooperative agreement will normally be $100,000 in order to assist as many groups as possible to undertake actual construction projects to clean streams impacted by acid mine drainage. 

· 319 Program for Nonpoint Source Implementation Grants

http://www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/wacademy/fund/nps319.html
The 319 Program grants are available to assist States in implementing EPA-approved Section 319 non-point source management programs. EPA's funding priority is to award grants which promote implementation of watershed-based plans that result in improved water quality in impaired waters in accordance with section 319 of the Clean Water Act (CWA). Nonpoint source pollution reduction projects can be used to protect source water areas and the general quality of water resources in a watershed. Formula grants are awarded to a lead agency in each state and territory.  
·   Brownfields Redevelopment Assistance Program 

www.phoenixland.org/brap/
In 1999, PEC and Phoenix Land Recycling Company, a nonprofit brownfields “pre-developer,” established the Brownfields Redevelopment Assistance Program to train and mentor community-based organizations in southeastern Pennsylvania to clean up and redevelop brownfield sites. The project entails classroom training on brownfields redevelopment for community development corporations and municipalities, as well as continuing support, including mentoring, for participating groups. 

· Growing Greener 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/growgreen/
Signed into law in 1999 and reauthorized in 2002, Growing Greener is the largest single investment of state funds in Pennsylvania’s history to address critical environmental concerns. Over the next 10 years, $1.3 billion will be distributed among four state agencies to address a variety of projects. Included are funds available from the Department of Environmental Protection for watershed restoration & protection and abandoned mine reclamation. 

· Pennsylvania Land Recycling Program 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/airwaste/wm/landrecy/default.htm
The Pennsylvania Land Recycling Program’s goal is to help transform vacant brownfields into job-producing sites while protecting the environment. Grant and low-interest loan financing is provided to perform environmental site assessment and remediation work at former industrial sites. Public and private nonprofit economic development entities and companies involved in reuse of former industrial land are eligible for financial assistance, which includes grants and loans up to $200,000 for environmental assessment and $1 million for remediation.

4. Environmental Resources – Watershed Protection and Restoration

· Growing Greener 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/growgreen/
Signed into law in 1999 and reauthorized in 2002, Growing Greener is the largest single investment of state funds in Pennsylvania’s history to address critical environmental concerns. Over the next 10 years, $1.3 billion will be distributed among four state agencies to address a variety of projects. Included are funds available from the Department of Agriculture (farmland and open-space preservation), Department of Environmental Protection (watershed restoration & protection), and Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority (water & sewer system upgrades). 

· Environmental Stewardship And Watershed Protection Grants

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/growgreen/watershedprotection/default.htm
The Environmental Stewardship and Watershed Protection Act authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to allocate nearly $547 million in grants for acid mine drainage abatement, mine cleanup efforts, abandoned oil and gas well plugging and local watershed-based conservation projects. These projects can include watershed assessments and development of watershed restoration or protection plans; implementation of watershed restoration or protection projects; construction of mine drainage remediation systems; reclamation of previously mined lands; and demonstration/education projects and outreach activities. Eligible applicants include: counties, authorities and other municipalities; county conservation districts; watershed organizations; and other organizations involved in the restoration and protection of Pennsylvania's environment. 

· The Pennsylvania Rivers Conservation Program 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/rivers/riverfact.htm
The Pennsylvania Rivers Conservation Program has been developed to conserve and enhance river resources through preparation and accomplishment of locally initiated plans. The program provides technical and financial assistance to municipalities and river support groups to carry out planning, implementation, acquisition and development activities. Six components are used to carry out these functions: Planning Grants, Technical Assistance, Rivers Registry, Implementation Grants, Development Grants and Acquisition Grants. 

· PENNVEST

http://www.pennvest.state.pa.us/pennvest/site/default.asp
PENNVEST provides financial assistance and service to Pennsylvania communities and citizens by funding sewer, stormwater and water projects throughout the Commonwealth in an effort to improve Pennsylvania's environment and the health of its people. Its financial assistance program works to provide safe drinking water, restore and preserve the states rivers and streams, as well as protect natural resources while attempting to create new opportunities for economic development. 

· USDA Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Program

http://www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/wacademy/fund/prevent.html
Also known as the "Small Watershed Program" or the "PL 566 Program," this program provides technical and financial assistance to address resource and related economic problems on a watershed basis. Projects related to watershed protection, flood prevention, water supply, water quality, erosion and sediment control, wetland creation and restoration, fish and wildlife habitat enhancement, and public recreation are eligible for assistance. Technical and financial assistance is also available for planning and installation of improvements to protect, develop, and use land and water resources in small watersheds. Eligible applicants include local or state agencies, county, municipality, town or township, soil and water conservation district, flood prevention/flood control district, Indian tribe or tribal organization, or other sub-unit of state government with the authority and capacity to carry out, operate, and maintain installed works of improvement may apply. Projects are limited to watersheds containing less than 250,000 acres. 

· The River Network

http://www.rivernetwork.org/index.cfm
The River Network's mission is to help people understand, protect and restore rivers and their watersheds. The River Network has a $5-million budget, with 34 staff working in four offices across the United States, and provides personalized assistance, training, and information to more than 500 partner groups through its watershed programs. The River Network also makes grants available to local watershed partnerships to support their organizational development and long-term effectiveness. 

5. Recreational Resources

· The Pennsylvania Recreational Trails Program (PRTP) 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/recreation/grants/rectrails.htm
The Pennsylvania Recreational Trails Program provides funds to develop and maintain recreational trails and trail related facilities for motorized and non-motorized recreational trail use. Federal funding for the program is through the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21). In Pennsylvania, the Recreational Trails Program is administered by the Department of Conservation & Natural Resources (DCNR), Bureau of Recreation & Conservation (BRC) in consultation with the Pennsylvania Recreational Trails Advisory Board (PARTAB), which is composed of both motorized and non motorized recreational trail users. 

· Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21)

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tea21/index.htm
On June 9, 1998, the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) authorizing highway, highway safety, transit and other surface transportation programs for the next 6 years was signed into law. TEA-21 builds on the initiatives established in the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA). TEA-21 continues and expands provisions to improve facilities and safety for bicycles and pedestrians, as well as broaden and make eligible NHS funds to include pedestrian walkways, and safety and educational activities. Other changes ensure the consideration of bicyclists and pedestrians in the planning process and facility design. A total of $270 million in contract authority was authorized for FYs 1998-2003 to provide and maintain recreational trails, while a total of $148 million for technical assistance and grants has been allocated for the development of scenic byway programs and related projects along roads designated as National Scenic Byways, All-American Roads, or as State Scenic Byways.

· Growing Greener 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/growgreen/
Signed into law in 1999 and reauthorized in 2002, Growing Greener is the largest single investment of state funds in Pennsylvania’s history to address critical environmental concerns. Over the next 10 years, $1.3 billion will be distributed among four state agencies to address a variety of projects. Included are funds available from the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources for state park renovations & improvements. 

· Community Conservation Partnerships Program (C2P2) 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/recreation/grants/keygrants02-03.htm
Sponsored by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society the Community Conservation Partnerships Program has developed four grants to meet local recreation and conservation needs.  Grants for Planning and Technical Assistance, Acquisition Projects, Development Projects and Federally Funded Projects can be used on a range of projects from rehabilitating a community athletic field, building a safer playground, preparing a watershed or greenways plan to developing an abandoned rail corridor or protecting a critical natural or open space areas. 

6. Private Foundations

Private foundations are a potential source of funding for heritage resource preservation and funding. The State of Pennsylvania is blessed with a number of foundations that support activities such as arts and education, historic preservation and community development, recreational resources management, and environmental planning and design. The following are a few of the major foundations that provide support for such activities in Pennsylvania.

· Andrew W. Mellon Foundation – 

Grants for Museums and Art Conservation 



 HYPERLINK http://www.mellon.org/museumsandconservation.html 

http://www.mellon.org/museumsandconservation.html

· Bayer Foundation -    

Grants for Civic and Community Programs, as well as Arts Education and Culture 



 HYPERLINK http://www.bayerus.com/about/community/index.html 

http://www.bayerus.com/about/community/index.html

· Heinz Endowments -     

Funding for Education, Community Development, and Culture 



 HYPERLINK http://www.heinz.org/index.asp?loc=J,J2 

http://www.heinz.org/index.asp?loc=J,J2

· Hershey Foods Corporation -    

Grants for Education, Civic and Community Initiatives, Arts and Culture, and Environment 



 HYPERLINK http://www.hersheys.com/about/contributions.shtml 

http://www.hersheys.com/about/contributions.shtml

· Land O' Lakes Foundation -    

Community Grants: Grants for Quality Art Endeavors and to Solve Community Problems in Rural Areas 



 HYPERLINK http://www.foundation.landolakes.com/CommGrants/progdesc.htm 

http://www.foundation.landolakes.com/CommGrants/progdesc.htm

· The Ford Foundation -     

Grants for Community Development, Education, Arts, and Culture 



 HYPERLINK http://www.fordfound.org/ 

http://www.fordfound.org/

· The Pew Charitable Trusts -     

Grants for Culture, Education, and Environment 



 HYPERLINK http://www.pewtrusts.com/grants/index.cfm?image=img3 

http://www.pewtrusts.com/grants/index.cfm?image=img3

· Wallace-Reader’s Digest Funds – 

Funding to advance Parkland and Community Engagement with Parks and Open-Space.

http://www.wallacefunds.org/
· William Penn Foundation –

Grants for Art and Culture, as well as Environment and Communities

http://www.wpennfdn.org/
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