
WATERsheds



Discussion
1. What is a watershed?

2. Has anyone heard this term before?

3. Why are they important?



Watershed: an area 
of land that drains 
into a common body 

of water
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Surface Water and Ground WAter

ǒ Watersheds store water in surface waters and ground water
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Why are watersheds 
important?



Benefits

ǒ Provide water for communities 
and industry
ǒ 70% of freshwater from 

surface water
ǒ 30% ground water

ǒ Provide ecosystem services 
for humans and wildlife

ǒ Provide economic services
ǒ Improve overall health of 

citizens
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Ecosystem Services
The benefits received from a healthy environment
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Economic Services

ǒ The fiscal benefits received from a healthy environment
ǒ Savings
ǒ Reduced costs of infrastructure for water treatment
ǒ Reduced flood control costs

ǒ Increase in jobs and revenue
ǒ Increase in tourism
ǒ Recreation revenue- swimming, boating, fishing

ǒ Increase in property value
ǒ Most people only care about this!
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Physical and mental Health benefits

ǒ Lower rates of illnesses
ǒ Increased mental health
ǒ Decreased stress
ǒ Increased cognitive 

function
ǒ Improved fitness of citizens

ƺ Increased instances of 
exercise
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Watersheds can look 
different



What are some ecosystem services/Economic Services from a 
watershed that looks like this?-Forest
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